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In an attempt to paint themselves in stark contrast with Erin O'Toole's Conservatives, the Liberals laid out a $78- 
billion election platform on Wednesday that stresses access to abortion, tougher gun control and government 
programs for increased climate action and national child care. 


In Toronto, Liberal Leader Justin Trudeau also spoke ardently about the need for mandatory vaccinations against 
COVID-19 - an issue his party has emphasized in the face of regular protests on the campaign trail. 


He portrayed O'Toole and Bloc Québécois Leader Yves-Frangois Blanchet as unwilling to take the same stand as 
the Liberals, who are promising to make vaccinations mandatory for federal civil servants, as well as for passengers 
on airplanes and trains. 


It was part of an overall broadside against the Conservatives, as Trudeau accused O'Toole of poor leadership on a 
range of issues he claimed the Liberals would better champion if they are returned to power in the Sept. 20 federal 
election. 


"What Erin O'Toole is doing is not leadership - courting special interests from anti-vaxxers to climate deniers, from 
the gun lobby to anti-choice organizations, failing to mention racism even once in his platform and ripping up $10-a- 
day child care agreements across the country," Trudeau said. 


Responding to the Liberal platform, O'Toole said the policy document amounted to "recycled promises and some 
tweaks to a two-year budget" that offered an incomplete plan for economic recovery. 


"| think Canadians deserve better than that. Mr. Trudeau called the election, and just recycled some promises he's 
already failed to deliver on from the previous election," the Conservative leader told reporters in Ottawa. 


The NDP, meanwhile, questioned whether the Liberals would follow through with the pledges in their election 
platform. Leader Jagmeet Singh said in a statement that the Liberals have voted down NDP efforts to increase 
taxes on the rich, end for-profit long-term care and start implementing a national pharmacare program. 


The Liberal platform refers to a commitment to pharmacare, but provides no timeline on how to get there. 


"The Liberals have taken the strategy again and again: why deliver on things when you can just campaign on it 
anyways? Why get things done when you can just promise it?" Singh said at a campaign stop in Montreal. 


With new spending of roughly $78 billion over the next five years, and large but declining deficits with no projected 
timeline to balance the budget, the Liberal platform promises: 
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$30 billion to bring $10-a-day child care to all provinces and territories; 

$6 billion to "eliminate" backlogs for health procedures from the pandemic; 
$3.6 billion for a new tax-free first home savings account; 

to increase transfers to provinces by $4.5 billion for mental health care; 
another $4.4 billion to improve long-term care; 


$2 billion toward better housing for Indigenous people and $1.4 billion for Indigenous mental health and trauma 
support; 


$350 million to double the number of Afghan refugees Canada will resettle to 40,000. 


The Liberals are also spotlighting potentially divisive social issues. The platform includes a new pledge to use 
federal law to require provinces to make sexual and reproductive health services - including abortion - available 
across the country. 


The party also promised to strip anti-abortion organizations of their charitable status if they provide "dishonest 
counselling to women" about their rights and options. 


"Where we take issue is where there are organizations actively working not just to promote their own views, but to 
limit the opportunities of women to make their own choices about their body," Trudeau said. 


O'Toole has stressed that he is personally pro-choice, even though his party has candidates who oppose abortion. 
He said Wednesday that he would "always defend the right of access in all parts of the country." 


The Liberals are reversing their stance on a buyback program for an array of firearms they banned as "assault 
weapons" last year. After stating the program would be voluntary - and drawing sharp criticism from gun control 
advocates - their platform now includes an $800-million pledge to require owners of the banned guns to sell them to 
the government or render them "permanently inoperable." 


O'Toole's Conservatives have vowed to reverse the ban on those weapons. 


The platform also offers up a national action plan on combating hate, amid a troubling rise in antisemitism, 
Islamophobia and incidents motivated by hate across the country. The party is promising to present the plan by 
2022 as part of a renewed anti-racism strategy. 


In his remarks on Wednesday, Trudeau also pointed to O'Toole's proposal for a child care tax credit rather than a 
national daycare program, as well as differences between the parties' climate change policies. 


The Liberals’ climate plan includes a carbon price that is set to rise to $170 per tonne of emissions in 2030, more 
than $2 billion for rebates and charging stations for zero-emission vehicles and $815 million in tax incentives for 
clean tech. The party also wants to impose a "binding" cap on emissions from the oil and gas sector, starting in 
2025, as it pledges to decrease overall greenhouse gas pollution to at least 40 per cent below 2005 levels by 2030. 


The Conservatives, meanwhile, are pledging to cut emissions to 30 per cent below 2005 levels by 2030. They are 
also proposing a carbon price on consumer fuel that would only rise to $50 per tonne, mandate that 30 per cent of 
light duty vehicles sold in 2030 are zero-emission, and spend $5 billion to develop ways to capture emissions that 
cause climate change. 


The NDP says it would cut emissions by 50 per cent by 2030, in part by making the existing carbon price more strict 
for heavy polluters and eliminating government support for fossil fuel companies. 
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The Liberal platform is the first delivered by a major party to include costing details, including 11 policies that have 
been analyzed so far by the independent Parliamentary Budget Office. 


The platform predicts new measures to increase revenues - including a new three-per-cent surtax on bank and 
insurance profits that exceed $1 billion - would rake in almost $25.5 billion over the next five years. 


The platform also says the deficit this year will rise to $157 billion and drop to $32 billion in 2025-26. Trudeau, 
however, pointed to the debt-to-GDP ratio, which the platform says would decline from 48.5 per cent this year to 
46.5 per cent in 2025-26. 


The NDP and Conservatives have said they will release the costing of their platform after the PBO is done with its 
analysis of their proposed policies. 
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